
 

 

There are few people vouchsafed to have had so much influence on so many others. Erik Andersen passed 

away on December 5th, 2018, but he leaves deep traces a lot of places and with a lot of people. 

My first meeting with Erik was at Frederiksberg Rugby Club's training pitch at Nandrupsvej. For a young boy 

from the province it was an overwhelming experience. Erik was the coach of the whole club, back then 

youth and senior trained together, and he demanded something of his players – even the newbies. 

Erik was very outspoken and frank in his tone, but conversely also easy to interpret and understand. If he 

was unhappy with something you had no doubt. Nor when he was satisfied. Invectives could easily be used 

as a pat on the back, and the smile lurked almost always in the corner of his eyes. 

Erik had - together with his wife Birgit - created something that was much more than an ordinary sports 

club. As a member of the Frederiksberg Rugby Club, one became part of Eriks rugby family. And we are 

many who owe Erik thanks for having helped to shape us - both on and off the pitch 

To say that Erik was passionate about rugby, would be an understatement. He arranged his whole life 

around the oval ball. As a youngster, he met rugby on Kløvermarken and it changed his life. 

It was rugby that led Erik to meet Birgit. The sports club Comet at Utterslev Mose, had both a gymnastics - 

and a rugby department, and soon there was a wedding between the gymnast and the rugby player. 

That Birgit has been a fantastic and patient support throughout the years is emphasized by one of Eriks 

favorite stories (among many): As a ship's carpenter Erik had been out sailing for a long time and had 

therefore agreed to meet with Birgit in Marseille when the ship arrived here. Unfortunately, Erik’s ship was 



delayed for 14 days - and it was at a time when the Vacation Act was otherwise restrictive than today, so 

Erik's surprise was great when he saw Birgit on the pier as the ship docked. 

Erik's active rugby career led to the Danish National Team (even the Swedish National Team for a short 

while), and when he stopped playing, he took over as national coach for Denmark, and continued to 

become president of the Danish Rugby Union (DRU) for 27 years. Among other things, he was responsible 

for DRU becoming a member of DIF, which is not to be taken for granted, neither then nor now. But Erik 

had a great ability to talk to everyone - and he often dropped into the office of Kai Holm, who then was 

Chairman of Danmarks Idrætsforbund (DIF), for a chat. 

Erik was not afraid to speak his mind and entered happily the podium at general meetings at DIF and other 

organizations. The tone was straightforward, but no one was in doubt that Erik was passionate about 

sports. It also resulted in Erik being elected into countless of organizations, committees and the like. Erik 

has also been awarded a large number of prizes and awards for his work. Among others, DIF's honorary 

sign, Frederiksberg Idræts-Union's Jubilee Prize, and together with Birgit Frederiksberg Idræts-Union's 

Honorary Sign. In addition Erik was also appointed honorary member of both Dansk Rugby Union and 

Frederiksberg Rugby Klub. 

When Erik went ashore and got a job as a carpenter with more solid ground under his feet, the little family 

moved into Bentzonsvej at Frederiksberg, and here came the sons Thomas and Jan into the family. When 

the sons ran around on an empty space behind the house and played ball with their friends, it was quite 

obvious to create a rugby club to them. It began in 1975 with the creation of Frederiksberg Rugby Club. In 

the beginning, Erik could not join the club board, as he was also chairman of the DRU. But that did not 

mean he could not solve tasks and problems for the club. 

"It's a matter of getting hold of the shovels," he often said, when there was too much talk about things. And 

then he took the lead when it came to finding sponsors, chalking lines on the pitch or washing the team 

clothes. When he resigned from the board of DRU, he became chairman of Frederiksberg Rugby Club.  

Erik was a rugby man to the last. Although the eyesight began to fail and his legs began to do the same, he 

did not fail Frederiksberg Rugby Club. He kept on washing the team clothes to the last, and it is only a few 

months ago he went along with the wheelbarrow full of dirty jerseys and shorts. Blue, white and red 

clothes, which in turn had won a championship for his very own club in the sport he loved so much. 

Erik was a sportsman, of a rarely made kind. His commitment was in a class by itself. 

In Honor of Eriks remembrance! 

On behalf of Frederiksberg Rugby Club 

Martin Thirstrup Hansen & Frank Meldgaard 

Erik Andersen will be interred from Godthaabskirken, Nyelandsvej 51A (opposite FRK at Nandrupsvej) 

Tuesday December 18th 2018 at 12.30 pm. 


